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DEAR INFOSEC COMMUNITY,
Thank you ÿor choosing to read this comic we made ÿor you based on Episode

122 oÿ Darknet Diaries. We’re ÿans oÿ Jack and his storytelling and love getting
to collaborate with him to make these comics. We hope you enjoy the story, art,

and the message within about protecting yourselÿ ÿrom trust-based attacks.
 

Iÿ this is your ÿirst comic, then welcome to the wonderÿul world oÿ comic books!
We recommend checking out your local comic shop and discovering a world ÿull

oÿ amazing stories and artwork, perÿectly blended together.
 

We appreciate all oÿ you and your support oÿ the art we get to create.



Lisa, 
you’ve been engaged
to remediate many
social engineering 

attacks.

Can you tell us 
a story about 
one that stuck 

out to you?

Original Story:
Lisa Forte

Host of Darknet Diaries
Jack Rhysider

A huge shoutout to Jack Rhysider for letting us 
bring an episode of Darknet Diaries to life as a 

comic book. Jack's incredible storytelling shines a 
spotlight on the vital work we do in information 

security. And a special thanks to Lisa Forte from
  Red Goat Cyber for sharing her story in a way 

that imparts a valuable lesson to all of us.

THANKS!

Partner at Red Goat Cyber Security
Lisa Forte
 

Listen to the Episode:
darknetdiaries.com/episode/122/

Darknet Diaries: 
Jack Rhysider

there’s one
I thought was I thought was 
particularly 

devastating as it 
tried to exploit 

our human 
emotions…

Yes
jack, 



Thank 
you, MisS 

HolLy.

James.

HolLy!

Hold 
up.



Love 
the vacation 

photos you put 
on FaceboOk.

I bet 
you did.

For the 
record, Peru 

was a businesS 
trip, not a 

holiday.

EspecialLy 
the ones of 
you on the 
beach.

Oh, 
I know. 
I was 

there.

I did, 
actualLy.

Not 
sure if you 

noticed.

Kyle, 
are you 

sad because I 
didn’t post the 
photos we toOk 

together?

you’lL 
get over it, 
I’m sure.

A 
bit sad, 

yes.

Miss Holly!
My name is Lucia, 
from TheroCo in 
Peru. I also work in 
the Environmental 
Impact Office.

I just started, 
but we’re job 
twins!



What 
is that?

Are 
you coding,

now?

It’s not 
code, twit, 
it’s a four
o’clock 
flower.

It’s 
cute.

Never 
thought 

about digital 
flowers. That’s 

smart. And 
frugal.

I’lL 
have to try 
that with my 

special lady 
friend.

I’m 
sure your 

special lady 
friend would 

apPreciate it, but 
she isn’t ready

to make this 
relationship 
public, yet.

Relationship...

I 
like the 
sound of 

that.

Nice to meet you, Lucia!

I’d love to meet for tea. 
How about Wednesday, 
around 4pm?



Wednesday, 
around 4pm...

How 
did you 

two 
meEt?

On the 
flight 

to Peru, 
actualLy.

 Do 
You work 
together?

He 
works in 

compliance. 
DifFerent 
floOr.

No.

Best I 
can telL, his 

job is to telL me 
why my solutions 

won’t work...

“...in 
the real 
world.”

You 
think he 

might be the 
one?

GoOd-
nesS, no. 

He’s sweEt, but 
he has major 

control 
isSues.

Compliance 
Guy.

Exactly.



Any 
interesting 
plans while 

you’re
here?

Just 
sightseEing. 
I do have a 

meEting with 
TheroCo today, 

that should 
be fun.

What 
about?

Oh no. 
We’re having 
a nice time. I
don’t want to 

ruin it.

WelL, 
that sounds 
interesting.

TelL me 
everything.

No 
ofFense, 
but your 

boyfriend is 
in the exact 
position to 

get me fired 
if I...

What?

I should 
go. I like to 
ZoOm with my 
son before 

bed.

Don’t
want to 

misS that.

No. 
Absolutely.

Lucia, 
I’m sorRy. 
I didn’t mean 
to pry. I just 

thought...

No harm 
done. We’lL 
talk soOn.



That night...
So I 

get there 
after a two 
hour drive,
and they had 

already fired 
the guy. No one

bothered to 
telL me.

That 
sucks.

SorRy. 
You mind 
if I take 
this? Take the 

calL. I’lL 
go and say 
hi to Phil.

Lucia, 
hi!

Every-
thing alL 
right?

Oh no! 
I’m sorRy 
to hear 
that.

Text 
me the 

adDresS, 
I’lL meEt 
you there.

Shouldn’t 
be long.

Take 
your time.  

give me a ring 
when you’re 

done.

Lucia?

Are you 
here?



Lucia?
are you 
there?

are 
you alL 
right?

 Lucia?

HolLy! 
Thank you 

for coming. I
thought...

I thought 
maybe someone 
was folLowing 
me. I think I 
just freaked 

out.
I’m 

alL right, 
now.

Lucia, 
please, 

telL me what’s
going on.

 I neEd 
to know I can 

trust you. You can’t 
telL anyone about 
this, especialLy 

Kyle.
Of 

course. 
You have my 

word.

I know 
things I 

shouldn’t 
know.

about 
what?

I was 
volunteEring 
in Moro last 
month, near 
San Juan.

Nothing 
major, just  
handing out 
seEds to 
farmers.

Sick, 
how?

TheroCo 
has a work-

site there, and 
workers have 
beEn getTing 

sick.

sores, 
infected 
wounds, 

breathing 
isSues, alL 
sorts of 
things.

about 
Thero-

Co.



I filed a 
complaint,

thinking TheroCo 
would loOk into 
it, but I never 

heard back.

Last weEk 
I folLowed up with 
my supervisor,

and she told me to 
stand down.

She 
said she 

toOk care 
of it.

What’s 
that 

mean?

HolLy, 
listen, I’m
not on 
holiday.

I don’t 
know.

Thero-
Co forced 

me to come here. 
They made me 

sign a non-dis-
closure.

Lucia, 
I’m so 
sorRy.

I can’t 
work for a 

company that 
does this.

We 
neEd to 

take this to 
the board 
of direc-

tors.

We 
can’t.

These 
people, they 
can’t afFord 

lawyers, these 
jobs, it’s alL 

they have.

Not 
yet.

Who am 
I kidDing. I 
can’t afFord 

to lose 
mine.

My 
mother, 
she’s...

We 
have to 

do some-
thing.

They 
can’t 

afFord 
to lose 
them.

I went 
to the 
presS.

I 
already 

did.



My mom’s 
friend, Jonah,

he’s an investiga-
tive journalist

He 
worked on 

the WikiLeaks 
story a few 
years ago.

I asked if 
he could write 

about this without 
TheroCo knowing it 

was me.

Can 
he?

wants to 
compare it 

to an earli-
er internal 

draft.

He’s 
loOking 
at last 

quarter’s 
E.S.G. 

report.

I’m 
not sure, 

yet.

Which I can’t 
get, because 

everything I do 
has to go through 

the supervisor 
that “toOk care 

of it.”
So 

that 
might be 
the end 
of it.

What’s 
he hoping 
to find?

I don’t 
know. a 
paper 
trail, I 
guesS.

reports 
are on the 

server.

They get 
pasSed 

around, so 
they’re not 

realLy 
secret.

I’d just 
neEd to figure 

out a way to do it 
without using my 

acCount.

I can 
probably 

get it.

RealLy? 
That would 

be amazing, 
HolLy.

I’lL 
let 

Jonah 
know.

Why’d 
you change 
your mind?

About 
what? About 

telLing 
me?

I 
guesS I 

feEl like I 
can trust 

you.

That’s 
not always 
easy for 

me.

Thank 
you.



the folLowing 
morning...



what’s 
up?

HolLy?

LenNy,
hi!

I’m 
just 
uh...

I’m 
Stealing 

Tom’s news-
paper.

You 
never
saw me.

Didn’t 
know Tom 

could 
read.



that evening...

HolLy, this 
is Jonah. He’s 
going to help 

us.

I 
make No 
promises, 

but I’lL do 
my very 

best.

GoOd 
to meEt 

you.

I hate to be 
in a hurRy, but 

I’m on a difFerent 
deadline for The 

Times.

do 
you have the 

documents I 
requested?

I 
do.

I’m sorRy, 
but I didn’t seE 
anything out of 

the ordinary.

They 
wouldn’t 
want you 

to.



What 
are you 

comparing 
these

numbers 
to?

I 
started 

loOking into 
this last 
night. I 
have...

...other 
sources.

Of 
course, I 
didn’t mean 

to--
Before 

we go toO 
far, wilL these
whistleblower 

laws protect me? 
Protect us?

I don’t 
have that 

power, but I 
know people at 
The Ministry of 

Justice who 
do.

However, 
they would 
neEd more 

than a revised 
report to 

take action.

Like 
what?

If it 
helps, I 

can make a 
list of what 

to loOk 
for.

Isn’t this 
something your 
other sources 

can get?

Ladies, 
I’m here at 

your request. 
At least, I 
thought 

I was.

You 
are. Right, 

HolLy?

Yes. Of 
course.

if we’re 
serious about 
doing this, we’ve 

got to drilL 
down.

until 
we find 
that, we 
don’t have 
a story. 

I’lL 
do what 
I can.

Until 
then, you

neEd to be 
careful. 
Both of 

you.

goOd. 
We’lL have to 

maintain Absolute 
secrecy until the 

story is done.

We neEd 
to find a 
smoking 
gun, or 

something 
close 
to it.



Risky.

Risky, 
how?

these 
Companies pay 

welL for intel, 
and that intel 
can come from 
anywhere. that 

includes 
the police.

Trust 
me, no story

is worth getTing 
kilLed over.

KilLed?

Just 
a turn of 

phrase. No 
one is getTing 
kilLed. Just...be 

careful.

Both
of you.

We’lL 
be alL 
right.

Just 
remember, 
we’re alL in 

this togeth-
er.

Lucia,  
This is a 

very large 
list.

What 
do these 

last threE 
have to do 

with any of 
this?

Jonah 
would know 
what to loOk 

for, wouldn’t 
he?

Yeah, I 
supPose.

FolLow 
the money, 

right?

What 
about the 
police?



HurRy up,
wilL you?  I’m 

starved. Why 
are you in 

such a hurRy,
tonight?

Just...
work
stufF.

Hey, 
you hear 

anything weird
going on in

Peru?

Like 
what?

Like 
workers 
getTing 
sick?

Who
told you 

that?

Nobody. 
Just...

OfFice 
gosSip.

That’s 
not a goOd 
topic for 
gosSip.

So 
you do 

know some-
thing about 

it?

If 
anything is 

going on in Peru,
Theroco wilL 
handle it.



they’lL 
Handle 

it?

And 
you’re alL 
right with 

that?

Yes.

I am.

How 
can you 

say that?

I don’t 
like it, but 
sometimes 

people get 
hurt.

TheroCo 
isn’t a boOk 

club, HolLy. This 
is dangerous 

work.

that’s 
not goOd 
enough.

What’s 
this realLy 

about?

Clearly, 
it’s about 

us.

How 
is this 
about 
us?

Because 
we live on two 

difFerent plan-
ets, Kyle.

What 
do you 
mean?

HolLy, 
come 

on. Don’t 
leave.



the folLowing morning...

I got 
almost every-
thing on the list, 
but I don’t have 
enough acCesS 

to loOk at 
pensions.

No 
worRies. 
You did 
great,
HolLy.

now, I’ve 
got a lot of 
work to do to 
get this story 
ready, and I’lL 
be digGing into 

some dark 
corners.

I wilL 
not be able 

to stop TheroCo 
from knowing 

about it.

That 
means 

they’lL be 
watching

me.

They’lL 
also be 

watching the 
people I 
talk to.

so 
please, do 

not atTempt 
to contact 

me.

Radio 
silence.

Got it.

I’m 
leaving in 

the morning. 
I’lL be staying 
with my sister 

in Bolivia.

goOd. 
that extra 
distance 
should 
help. 

Wait.
When 
can we 

reach out to 
the Ministry for 
protection?

my contact
at the Ministry 
wilL calL you 

When the story’s 
done.

we’lL 
talk 
soOn.



ThreE weEks later...

Oh 
no!

no 
longer in 
service?

What 
the helL
is going 

on?

Lucia! I hope things are going well 
in Bolivia. It’s been just a bit over 
three weeks. Have you heard 
anything from Jonah?

Jonah, sorry to stray 
from the plan, but I’m 
deeply concerned           
about Lucia. Her 
Facebook and her           
cell have both been 
deactivated.

This Facebook account has been 
deactivated. Lucia may still appear 
in your friends list, but you have 
the option to unfriend her.

Deactivated?



What 
toOk you 
so long?

I got 
here as 

fast as I 
could.

What 
the helL’s
going on?

I neEd 
to get back 
into the file 
roOm. My key 

card isn’t 
working.

The 
file roOm 
is locked 

down. There 
was some kind 
of a breach.

I’m 
such an 
idiot. I 

should 
have made 

copies for 
myself when 
I had the 
chance.

That 
was you 
in the file 
roOm? Is 
this about 

Peru?

Now with 
Jonah gone, 
I don’t have
any proOf.

HolLy, 
there’s nothing 
to prove. I told 
you, there was 
no incident

in Peru.
Lucia 

and Jonah. 
They’re 

misSing. 
They’re 
gone.

I 
under-

stand, but 
if that’s true, 
TheroCo had 
nothing to 
do with it.

How 
do you 
know 
that?

Because 
I would be 
the one to 

do it.



You...

I 
didn’t do 
anything,

HolLy I’m just 
saying...

You 
were the 
only one

that knew. The 
only one I 

told.
There 

was no one 
else.

Can 
we please

discusS this in 
my ofFice?

Are 
they coming 

for me?

No one
is coming 
for you.

Let’s go 
inside and 

figure this out, 
together.

I 
can’t. I 
realLy 
can’t.

GoOd 
EVENING, 

MisS 
HolLy.

could 
you come 
with me, 
please?



We arRested 
her trying to selL 
the information you 
provided to one of 
our undercover 

agents.

HolLy, 
please,

We’re here 
to help.

help me, 
how?

back 
away.

we 
neEd to 

have a word 
with you. I’m 

afraid 
I must 
insist.

Four hours later...

My 
friends are 

misSing, and
you’re going on 
and on about 
paperwork?

How much 
is TheroCo 

paying you
to do this?

It’s in 
your best 

interest to 
work with us 

on this.

it’s 
not like 

you have a 
choice.

MisS 
HolLy, the 

National Crime
Agency is paid by 
His Majesty’s 
Government.

And, 
not alL 

that welL, 
frankly.

Lucia is 
my friend. 
prove to 

me that she’s 
alive.

That, 
I can 
do.

her 
real name 
is Mandy 
Downs.

born 
in Miami, 

Florida to 
Peruvian 

parents, but 
we believe 
she’s beEn in 
London for 

years.



This...
can’t
 be...

I’m 
afraid 
it is.

but...
How?

We 
have video

of you in the 
file roOm.

and your 
fingerprints 

are on several of 
the originals pulLed 
from the TheroCo 

archives.

They 
designed a 
backstory

specific to your 
social media 

activity.

it 
isn’t hard 

to do.

they simply 
observed your 
Travel activity, 

political leanings, 
hobBies...

Even 
your recent 
volunteEr 

work...

Right 
down to your 

apPreciation of 
four o’clock 

flowers.

alL of 
which is 
online.

using 
your position 
at TheroCo to 

colLect information 
with plans to selL 
it to the highest 

bidDer.

BUT, we 
know that 

these people 
were using 

you.

They’re 
a crafty 

bunch.



It 
seEms the 
only thing 
they didn’t 

include in the 
pretext is your 

relationship 
with Mr. 
Kyle.

You 
hadn’t yet 
made that 

public.

Am I 
going to 
prison?

You’re not 
curRently under 
arRest. As long 
as you agreE to 
coOperate.

You’re a 
victim, MisS 
HolLy, and 
we know 

that.

You 
haven’t 

even asked 
to calL your 
atTorney.

But 
I sugGest 
you do.



I 
decided 

to go with 
real flowers, 
instead of the 
digital kind.

I 
thought 
you might 
neEd a 
lift.

Hope 
you don’t 

mind.

Kyle?
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We all have some kind of 
weakness. We all have something 
we care about or have a passion 

for, but there’s something that’s 
just close to our heart, and with 

the right kind of message 
sent to us directly at the right 

time, it can hit us like a 
heat-seeking missile.

I think it’s a bit like 
romance scams
I suppose, in that 

respect, that people 
get convinced of 
the narrative and 

it’s just not true.



BeHiNd
ScEnEs

tHe

Kody wrote the script based on 

Episode 122 of Darknet Diaries 

and figured out the best way

to tell the story through a 

comic book. 

You can write your own comic books 
using standard comic book templates
or an open-source app like Manuskript. 

There are many steps to 

creating a comic book, 

like starting with 

plotting, where you start 

to figure out where the 

action goes, where word 

balloons go, and how the 

story flows. Once you 

figure out the plotting, 

the artist draws each 

page. Kody works with 

traditional comic book 

art boards. An artist 

averages 1-2 pages a day.

Once the art is approved, it is 

inked, and prepared to be scanned. 

1. Script

2. Inks

Kody Chamberlain
is the total is the total 

package, he can do 

everything from 

writing, drawing, 

inking, coloring, 

and lettering. 



The art pages with inks are 
scanned and then colored.
The goal was to mimic Darknet 
Dairies' color palette and

Once the art and coloring are 
finished, then the lettering is 
layered on top of everything. 
Comic book lettering is one of the 
most important aspects of a comic. 
It's like the audio of a podcast. 
It's the part you read and great 
lettering isn't noticed that much, 
but bad lettering is noticed 
immediately. From the font to the 
size of the word balloons and the 
order in which they flow, 
everything is scrutinized before 
going to the final phase.

This is where everything 
is prepared for the 
printer and anxiety is 
high. The comic you are 
holding in your hand went 
through multiple rounds of 
approval, back-and-forth 
revisions, and many phases 
of, "I think it's done... 
wait, what if we do this," 
before going to the 
printer. So, if you see a 
typo now... D’OH!!! 

3. Colori
ng

4. Letter
ing

5. Produc
tion



GEAR UP YOUR
CYBER TOOLSCool

YOU HAVE 
BEEN 

BREACHED!

Laugh, cry, and 
learn cool sh!t T-SHIRTS

T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS
T-SHIRTS

Not a phish.

PACK YOUR

Wait until you see 

yourself in fro
nt 

of the mirror.

SPEARPHISHGENERALSTORE.COM

HACK



Credit Unions
Banks
Investment Funds
Higher Education
Health Care
Medical Devices
InsuranceInsurance

Law Firms
Real Estate
Retail
Technology
IT
Software
UtilitiesUtilities
ICS/SCADA
Defense/Aerospace

CLIENTS

CONTACT US
701-484-BHIS

consulting@bhis.co

bhis.co

Threat Hunting
Incident Response
Consulting
Training
IR Tabletop Exercises
Continuous Penetration Testing
Strategy, GRC (Governance, Strategy, GRC (Governance, 
Risk, Compliance), and Privacy

SERVICES
Penetration Testing
Red Teaming
Active SOC
Blue Team Services
Purple Teaming








